
BRIEF BIOSKETCH: 
Dr. Marra is the UBC Canada Research Chair in Genome Science, and a member of the Order of 
British Columbia. He is a Canadian Medical Hall of Fame awardee, a recipient of the 2019 Don 
Rix Lifetime Achievement Award, the 2017 Canadian Cancer Research Alliance’s Outstanding 
Achievements in Cancer Research Award, the 2015 Dr. Chew Wei Memorial Prize in Cancer 
Research, a 2013 UBC Killam Research Prize, a 2012 UBC Faculty of Medicine Distinguished 
Achievement Award, and the Medal of Merit Award from the International Association of Lions 
Clubs. He was elected to the Canadian Academy of Health Sciences in 2009; received the Frontiers in 
Research Award from the BC Innovation Council in 2008; and was appointed a Fellow of the Royal 
Society of Canada in 2007. He was a recipient of a Genome BC Award for Scientific Excellence, 
a MSFHR Career Investigator Senior Scholar Award, and Simon Fraser University President’s 
40th Anniversary Award. In 2004, he received a Terry Fox Young Investigator Award and BC 
Biotech’s Innovation and Achievement Award (together with the entire GSC staff) for sequencing 
the SARS coronavirus genome. 
 
Dr. Marra’s contributions to genome science led to an honorary Doctor of Science degree from 
Simon Fraser University in 2004, and an honorary Doctor of Laws degree from the University of 
Calgary in 2005. 
 
Dr. Marra has been listed in the yearly Highly Cited Researchers and World’s Most Influential 
Scientific Minds by Clarivate Analytics. This list recognizes world-class researchers selected for 
their exceptional research performance, demonstrated by production of multiple highly cited papers 
that rank in the top 1% by citations for field and year in Web of Science. 


